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His Majesty's vice Consul, 


Amman, Transjordan. 


In view of your undoubted loyalty to the British mmpire I have 
to inform you that all the Palestine Arabs and Jews want Britain 
to return to Palestine very soone 


The fact that the people of Palestine were unable to say 
this quite frankly in the past was because of the influence of 
what so called Leaders from both parties who are now behaving 
as bad and mean as Robbers in every detail. they are turning things 
to their own use, the Jews do so by bribing the heads of the 
Hagana end the Arabs by bribing the Arab Kings and leaders and 
Military Commanderse lio helps from the UelleOe reach the refugees 
but these aids are sold in bleck marketse Officials remaining 
from the Ex Pale Govt. have been working for the last 1, months 
without being paid. 


The Arab Kings and Govts have no respect or any value by 
the Palestinian Arabs, this is because of their retreat in every 
field which delayed the case of Palestine. 


The people in generel are sure that their case is handled 
by Britain and after the 5 month's trials want Hritain to return 
to Palestine not as a l’andatory Power but to make all Palestine 
a Crown Counsel. Try to ask the Palestinians re this matter and 
you will see how all of them or the majority will call Britain. 


It was rumoured that in Certain "Zl Musawar" an 
Egyptian magazine it was published that Britain pruposes to... 
return to Palestine in case of war or seni ware ‘The people of 
Palestine, who have not the cost of thatmagazine sold their 
rings to read it. 










Although the Arabs call their kings and leaders. as 
thieves and robbers for their continuous failure in the Falestine 
case the jewish position is not better. 


Now it is feared that Sf Britain will not take the 
country immediately, the Arabs have a high feeling towards 
Britain, those people will then take an opposite direction. 


The Arab Youths have been braught up during the:british 
Regeme and most of then were educated in the British ways and 
this class if very loyal to Britain in every way ‘these people 
want Falestine to be attached to Britain and not to any Arab 
country. 


Sgde 
All the Arabs of Palestine. 


is Majesaty’s Consul, Cairo. 
" " Consul, Iraq, Baghda. 


" " Vice Consul, Amman, 
n " Vice Consul, Syria and Lebanon. 
The writer of this information is a Palestiniam Arab; have 


to inform you that all the Arabs of palestine inside Palestine 
and everywhere in the Arab Countries want Britian to return to Palestine 


Svery Palestinian now realises that the Arab Govts now occupying 
party of Palestine, with the Exception of =gypt, have done so for 
the#r own interests and not to safe Palestine and the Arab inhabitants. 


Their Leaders and Armies are acting in a form of Robbers and 
4f you see yourselves, they are committing more crimes more s€rious 
than those committed by the Jews prior to the withdrawal of Britain 
from Palestine. 


You, as human beings, feel with the refugees and you have to 
warn your Government accordingly, The case is so serious to an 
extend that it réquires the quickest solution. The people in Palestine 
iteelf are not living better than those wondering see and begging 
in the other Arab countries, ie, the Arabs of Palestine, have‘ 
been deceived by the so loud cries raised be what are called the 


Arab Govts. 


Now the Arabs of Palestine in general are pwerless and the 
case of this country is in the hands of the Arab Govts who want 
the case to be fixed up in their own interest. 


You should know that the people of Palestine both in the 
country and outside it are carning their daily bread through 
begging and by unlawful indecent ways. The Arab leaders and 
the persons concerned are disposing of the helps from the United 
Nations for Reugees in their own ways and selling the goods in 
the bhkack markets — see what happened in Nablus recently. “verything 
was sold in black market, and when the refugees made some troubles 
the Iraqi Military Commander placed them in prison. 


The matter is so s¢rious that should it continue to go on 
like this for a longer time it is feared that the people may thraw 
themselves in the arms of Communists. 


Finally, the people of Palestine, the Arabs, authorise you 
to deal with their case and have it solved in the way you 1ike 
it trusting no one of waht are eo called Arab Govts. Your Govt. 
is requested to return to Palestine to put an end to this problem. 


All the Arabs of Palestine, 





ai eee). 


Lalli tte 


His Majesty's Vice Consul, f 
Ammany Dede 


I am a Transjordanian and would like to inform you that all 
the Palestine Police under the Iragi and Arab Legion in Palestine have 
been doing their jobs during the last three months without being paida- 


If our King Abdalla or his Govt. alleges that the Palestine 
Folice are paid by him this is not true. 


It is not exaggerated to say that the most of the Palestine 
Folice other ranks under the Arab Legion and Iragi Forces in Palestin.”. 
do their jobs in the morning and go begging in the afternoons. 






If their Pension and Gratuities are stopped as they are 
considered officials this should be changed, they may be unpaid 
officials, and it is not fair to kill thousands of people just because 
King Abdalla wants this. 


These people have done services for Britain and not for 


King Abdalla and this man should have nothing to do with their 
services rendered to Britain. 


21.1048. rans jordanian. 








BRITISH aunasey. 79) 


CAIRO. 
23rd October, 1948, 





Dear Chancery, 


We have received en Arabic telegram 
from the Executive Committee of the Palestine 
Arab Congress of which a translation is 
enclosed. It is evidently a copy, for our 
information, of a telegran seddressed to the 
Egyptien Government by this organisation. 


We should appreciate any information 
about the Palestine Arab Congress which you 
may be in @ position to supply. 


A copy of this letter is being sent 
to Eastern Department. 


Yours ever, 


Oi. Ue 


The Chancery, 
British Legation, / » 28 Seen hee wr 
AMMAN. 


(PP flee 2s,ar eee ex — a 


AMMAN; 14,10, 48, 


To:- British Embassy, Csiro. 


The Palestinian Arab nation has received 
with astonishment the news of the decision of the 
Egyptian Council of Ministers t recognize a frail 
Government which does not represent the Arabs of 
Palestine, or enjoy their confidence and support, 
nor is it able to defend them. This the Palestinian 
netion considers as a prelude to your Government's 
relieving itself if its promises and responsibilities 
for saving Palestine from Jewish domination and 
leaving it « prey to Zionist wolves who will devour 
it all and exterminete the rest of its inhebitents. 


While the Executive Committee cf the 
Palestine Arab Congress protests strongly earainst 
your recornition of the Gaze Government, it cannot 
but saddle you with the responsibility for the loss 
of 811 Palestine and the exterminstion of all its 
inhabitants before God end history. 


Executive Comnittee for the 
Pelestinisn Arab Congress, 


/ aud fe 
—— _ (ae 
\ 
: 


TLE WO.8/1014/48.U /e, 3 foe ie 
<a. , OUT. 


Prom: H.M.Mimister, AMMAR. To: S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 
Telegraa No. Saving ef 2m November, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.& Saving of 2nd November. 
Repeated for information te 

UEKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris No. 10 SAVING 


UEDEL New York Ne. 34% SAVING 
cogent Neel0l SAVING 
Beirut Ne.108 SAVING 
Gaire Ho.102 SAVING 
Damascus Woel02 SAVING 
Jeddah Noelll SavinG 
B.M.E.O. Nos SAVING 
Jerusal 


em Noe SAVING 
SECRET. . 


PALESTINE. 3 

Jerusalem's telegram te you ict 29th October, 1948). 
1. ‘The attitude of the Palestine delegations which have visited 
Transjordan recently was that, in view of the unfortunate events in 
southern Palestine, they would now be graciously pleased to permit 
the Transjordan authorities to earn their suppert to the scheme to 
unite Arab areas of Palestine with Transjordam. The visitors made 
it clear that they expected immediate and ample supplies of foreign 
exchange, oil fuels and foodstuffs. They also indicated that they 
regarded the Trans jordan standard of emoluments for civil servants 
as being too low and that they required to be paid at Palestine 
Goverment rates if given Government appointments. 
2. People here are tired of the fickleness and pretensions of the 
Palestinian leaders ani it was made clear to recent visitors, 
including Suleiman Tougan, that in the view of the Trans jordan 
authorities, it was the Palestinians who stood in need of Trans jordan 
favour and not the reverse, They were informed that their 
pretestations of loyalty were accepted with pleasure but that their 
past rapid coat turnings had rather discaunted the value of their 


present statements, 
Pinally/o.2 


& Pinally they were teld that Transjordam was nearing the end 
of ite economic tether and that a general Sightening of belts 
seemed to be inevitable. 

Suleiman Tougan was very annoyed and expressed the conviction 
that if the King pressed hard enough His Majesty's Goverment would 
be bound to provide him with the means of satisfying the needs of 
Palestine, 
3e ‘The Prime Minister of Transjorden feels that, after recent 
developments, the surviving Arab arees in Palestine, if any, will 
have no alternative to union with Trensjordan, He also appreciates 
the fact that the ability of eS a the additional 
@conemic burden which would be impaumuwed by such a union is 
decreasing while the potential weight of the burden is increasing. 

He does not see any point in trying to deceive the Palestinians 
regarding Transjordan's economie position as evidence of the true 
position could not be concealed for longe 
ke There is no need for me to repeat here the various reports 
whieh I have submitted regarding the economic condition of 


Trans jordan, 





ASK/HA. 





FILE NO.S/1014/4,8. ee 


TELEGRAM. 3 / 
Cypher 
Cine A 
From :— HeM.Minister, AMMAN. To:—‘S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 






Despatched 30/10/48. (17205) Received 30/10/48 (16430) 
No. - 837 of 30th October, 1948. 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.837 of 30th Oct. 
Repeated for fnformation to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris Noe 22 


UKDEL New York 


Noe 31 SAVING 


Washington Noelll 
Baghdad No.e168 
Beirut Nos 201 
Cairo Nos 252 
Damascus No.1h9 
Jeddah No.110 SAVING 
B.M.E.0O. No. 237 
Jerusalem Nos 222 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
PALESTINE SITUATION. 


le Some two hundred Egyptian troops from posts in the 
plain which were cut off by the Jewish forces have now 
made their way to Hebron on foote Isolated Egyptian 
garrisons without transport remain in the Tegart forts 

at IRAQ SUWEIDAN IRAQ MENSHIYA and FALUJA. There is no 
reliable news of situation on the coast but ISDUD was said 
to have been evacuated by the Egyptianse 





20 On Wednesday the 27th a force of 10 Arab Legion 
armoured cars and thirty infantry driving down the Hebron 
Beit Jibreen road met a Jewish force of 30 armoured cars 
and about two hundred infantry driving up the roads In 
the following action the Jews were driven back through 
Beit Jibreen leaving five burnt out armoured cars behind 
them and suffering about forty casualties. The Arab 
Legion had two cars destroyed and eight casualties. 


B/eoe2 
| 


W30057. D1350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45, 


TELEGRAM. 





3- #$The Arab Legion have a small post east of Beit 
Jibreen where the main road enters the hills, 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nos.e22 and 111 respectively. 


(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30057. D1350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


(W/T) 


FILE NO, $AkGg8 458, 3 
8/1014/48. TELEGRAM. 

Cypher 

pwede [ & Lh 

soho 


From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. J°:—S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 30/10/48 (12022) Received 30/10/48 (12.10) 





IMPORTANT. 
TOP SEGRE . : A 


PALESTINE SITUATION. 
Your telegram Noel013 (of 28th October, 1948). 


le I received a personal lettér from King Abdullah today 
asking me to draw your attention to the critical situation 
of the Arab Legion in Palestine following the recent 
military developments in the southe 


He points out that although it was fully extended 
before, the Arab Legion had been compelled to send 
detachments into the Hebron district to prevent a panic 
amongst the local population which would have resulted in 
a@ new wave of refugees which Transjordan simply would not 
have been in a position to cope withe 


With nothing but small arms ammunition the Arab 
Legion would be unable to deal with a Jewish attack in 
force and if the Arab Legion broke the whole Arab front 
in Palestine would collapse and Transjordan would be over- 
whelmed by a flood of refugees and disbanded soldiery. 


2. ##He begged therefore once again that you would 
reconsider the decision to withhold supplies of arms and 
ammunition from the Arab Legion. He also asked with 
less insistence that Transjordan might be given financial 
assistance in the form of a loan from Great Britain to 
meet the cost of creating and operating an administration 
in the Arab areas of Palestinge 


3/eoe2 


W30057. D350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


TELEGRAM. 


-2 = 











3e ji The King's apprehensiomon the subject of develop=- 
ments in Palestine are I submit fully justified and 
recent reports indicate the arrivel of Jewish reinforce- 
ments on the Arab Legion front and an increase of Jewish 
attempts to infiltrate between the Arab Legion positions. 
After their recent offensive against the Egyptians it 

is improbable that the Jews would be able to mount a 
major operation against the Arab Legion before a fortnight 
is gone but if a major offensive does come the Legion 
without ammunition can scarcely be expected to ho its 
grounde The Jewish disregard for United Nations 
observers seems to be complete and the latter have for 

the most part just ceased tryinge I do not feel there= 
fore thet one can count on the Jews being deterred in 
anyway by considerations of what will be said or done by 
the Security Council after they have presented it with 
another accomplished fact. 


he I realise that the answer to the plea for ammunition 
is that given by you to the Transjordan Minister but I 
feel that the King would not be satisfied unless this 
message wes forwarded to you personallye 


Copy to:- S/1058/48 





(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30057. Di350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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FILE NO,.S/1014/48, UZ 
TELEGRAM. 

Cypher IMPORTANT TO F.0. AND UKDEL UNGA PARIS 

fede NO PRIORITY TO OTHER POSTS. 

leas 


From oo H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To —8. OF Se F.O. LONDON, 


Received 1/11/48 (10635) 









Despatched 1/11/48 (10.55) 
of 






ist November, 1948 


IMPORTANT. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.841 of lst Nove 


Repeated for information to 
UKDEL to United Nations 
General Assembly Paris No. 23 


wt 


B.M.E.O. Noe 238 
Jerusalem Noe 224 £ ( 
UKDEL New York Nos 32 SAVING | : 
CO) NTIAL. 
PALESTINE. 


1. My immediately following telegram quotea the texts 

of telegrams exchanged between a Jewish representative 

4 —— and the Transjordan Govermment in English and 
cléare 


2. The Jewish telegram appears to be intended to provide 
an excuse for an offensive against the Arab Legion at 
Jerusalem, In fact there has been no interference with 
supplies to the Jewish areas on the mount of Olivese 


Foreign Office please pass Important to UKDEL UNGA 
Paris as my -telegram No.23,. 


ee a ee ae ee ee ee 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. DI350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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TELEGRAM. 
cone IMPORTANT TO F.0. AND UNDEL UNGA P‘RIS 
ne NO PRIORITY TO OTHFR POSTS. 


From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— Se OF S. FLO. LONDON. 


Despatched 1/11/48 (12,18) Received 1/11/48 (11.45) 


of lst November, 1948. 





MPORTANT. 
ssed to Foreign Office telegram Noe842 of lst Nove 

Repeated for information to de’ 
UKDEL to United Nations oe 
General Assembly Paris No. 24 
B.M.E.0. Noe 239 
Jerusalem Noe 225 
UKDEL New York Noe 33 SAVING 


My immediately preceding telegram, Begins. 
To Tewfiq Abu el Huda Pasha, Prime Minister, Amman. 


Trans jordan forces on mount Scopus in Jerusalem have 
for several weeks prevented passage of supplies to our 
people in Hebrew University and Hadassah. This extra- 
ordinary conduct is in contradiction to official Trans- 
jordan undertakings in the presence of United Nations 
Observerse It also threatens our people with danger 
of famine. All efforts made on the spot to correct 
position were unsuccessful. The Government of Trans jordal 
is requested to give instructions to correct immediately 
position in order avoid possibility of incident such as 
those arising recently in Negev as result of Egyptian 
blockade. Hope you will take necessary measures in 
order maintain quiet in Holy City and facilitate efforts 
of those seeking peaceful solution, Signed Hlias Sasson 
143 Avenue Wagram Paris dated 28th October. 


To Mre Elias Sasson 143 Avenue Wagram Paris - Begins. 


I am instructed to acknowledge receipt of your 
telegram dated 28th October 48. Further that the 
arrangements/.o.2 ” v 
ay 
5 — < v av 


W30057. D360. 55M. (3 sorts), 10/45. R 
f 





arrangements that were agreed to in the presence of the 
United Nations Observers concerning the passage of 
supplies to the Hebrew University and the Hadassa 
Hospital are still in action. It was emphasised to the 
authorities concerned to continue carrying out these - 
arrangements. Signed the Secretary Amman Transjordan 
dated 3lst October - Ends. 


Foreign Office please pass Important to UKDEL UNGA 
Paris as my telegram Nose 2h. 


( /mA). 


W30057. Di350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 





TO: THeFIG ABU EL AUDA FASHA 
PRIGS AINISTEN AHSAN. 


PraWSJONRVeN FORCES ON MOUNT SCOPUS LIK JERUSALEM HAV® 
eUh SBVeneL BECAS PoVERTED PASSAGE OF SUPFPLIHS TO OUR PEOPLE 
IN KEBREY UNIVERSITY 42ND HADASSAH STOP THIS @ATHAOHLINARY CONDUCT 
Ie IN CONTHAUIGTION TO OFFICIAL THe NSJORDAN UNUERTARINGS IW 
THS PCScACB OF URITiD RATIONS ORSERVERS STOP IT ALSO THRU ATANS 
QUA PUOPLS WITH DawKGHK OF FARING STOP ALL Sk rOnTS MAvE ON THE 
SPIT fO JOKMROY PUSTPIOW Wine UNSUCCESSFUL STOP Th | GOVRKNe ANT 
OF TRARSJONUAN To feQueoTeb TO GIVE TNSTAUOCTIONS Vo COhnEOT 
TexsULatS_Y POSITION IK ORDER AVOID PUSSIBILITY oO: IRGIVENT 
SUK AS THOSE SAIGSING WSCRNTLY IN kSGEV AS HYSULT OF “CYPPBIN 
BVCKAck SPOR WOPE YoU WILL TARE NechsoaAhyY ME,SUHKS IN Onvkh 
MalNTALW (UIT: IK BOLL CITY aWb PACILITATR HrPoKTS OF ThoOSit 
SichinNG PoslerulL, SOLUTION . 


28/10/48 143, AVENUE 


i BLIGS SASSON 
WAGKAM 1! ARIS 


ee 





pees 


i TO:e Mr. BLIAS SASSON 
143 AVENUE WAGR AM 
PAKIS 


I Aw INSTRUCTED TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF YOUR TELEGKAM 
DATED 28 th: OCTOBER 48 STOP FURTHEK THAT THE ARRANGEMENTS THAT 
WEKE AGREED TO IN THE PAESENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVERS 
i CONCEANING THE PASSAGE OF SUPPLIES TO THE HEBREW UNIVEXSITY AND 
THE HADASSA HOSPITAL ARE STILL IN ACTION STOP IT WAS EMPHASIZED 
\ TO THE aUTHORITIES CONCBKNED TO CONTINUE CARRYING BUT THESE 
AK ANGEMSNTS 


31.10.48 THE SECRETARY 
AMMAN TRANSJORDAN 
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Cypher 
Castle 
Clear 
From :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,OF S. F.0. LONDON. 


Received 2/11/48 (11415) 






Despatched 2/11/48 (11.58) 
of 2nd November, 1948. 





DO. . : 
padzeeoca to Foreign Office telegram No.844 of 2nd Nove 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris Noe 25 


Washington No.e112 

Baghdad Noel169 . 

Beirut Nos 202 

Cairo Noe 253 

Damascus No.e150 

B. M. E a oO. Noe 20 

Jerusalem Noe 226 

UKDEL New York Noe 35 SAVING 
Jeddeh Noell2 SAVING 

CONFIDENTIAL. 3 


PALESTINE SITUATION. 


le Reports received here state that the Army of Libera~- 
tion in northern Palestine has been driven over the 
frontier into the Lebanon. 


26 The Iragi Army is in a state of great alarm as they 
expect to be attacked next. Last night they asked the 
Arab Legion to reinforce the Iraqi detachments at Jisr 
Ma jamis The Arab Legion are of course unable to spare 
anyonée 

3.  ##Both Glubb and I have noticed during the last week a 
remarkable change in the attitude of the public and of 


senior Arab Officers of the Arab Legion on the subject of 
the continuation of hostilities. 


There is 8/eee2 


W30057. D1350. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. / 


TELEGRAM. 





There is a growing tendency to admit that the Arabs 


should secure the best terms they can before their 
position worstense It is however doubtful whether any 


politician can yet be found with sufficient courage to 
take the lead in this direction, 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nose25 and 112 respectively. 


(ASK/JFS/HA ). 


W30057, D1350. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. C 
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Cypher 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,.OF S. F.O. LONDON, 


Despatched 3/11/48 (10.58) Received 3/11/48 (10.15) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.849 of 3rd Nov. 


Repeated for information to 
UKDEL United Nations 
General Assembly Paris Nos. 11 SAVING 


Washington No. 14 SAVING 

UKDEL New York Noe 36 SAVING 

BMeE.0.  . +») w | Nos 95 SAVING 
SECRET. uo ( 
PALESTINE. KO 


My telegram No.823 (of 23rd October, 1948). 


The Belgian Consul=General in Jerusalem NEIVENHEUSE 
who is now in Paris is also acting as a go=between for 
King Abdullah and the Israeli authorities there, 
Nothing positive has emerged but he has telegraphed to 
Amman to say that he is in touch with the Jews, The 
Prime Minister of Transjordan is not aware of this 
informations 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, 


Washington and UKDEL New York as my telegrams Saving 
NoSell, 1 and 36 respectivelys 


(ASK/HLM/HA). 


W30057. D1350, 55M. (4 sorts), 10/45. 
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NO.S/1014/4.8. TELEGRAM. bi ee 


od 
Cypher 
Code~ 
From :—H.M.Minister, ‘ e To:— SOF S. F.O. LONDON, 
Despatched 3/11/48 (13-05) Received 3/11/48 (12.30) 






of sya November, 1918. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.e851 of 3rd Nov. 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris No. 26 


Washington Noe113 
Baghdad Noe170 
Beirut Noe a - 
Cairo No.2 
Damascus Noe1l51 
Jeddah Noe120 
BeM.E.O. Noe 241 
Jerusalem No. 227 
UKDEL New York Noe 37 SAVING 

SECRET. 

PALESTINE. 


1e On the lst of November, the Egyptian Army Liaison 
officer at Amman delivered orally a message to King 
Abdullah from the Egyptian Minister of Defence asking 
that King Abdullah should suggest to Faruk that the time 
has now come to negotiate a settlement of the Palestine 
problem, The message added that the Minister would 
press the Egyptian Government to follow the suggestion. 


2 It was of course realised here that the object of the 
message was probatly twofold, firstly, to get negotiations 
going and secondly to be able to meet public criticism 

in Egypt by blaming Transjordan for taking the initiative. 


King Abdullah therefore did nothing more than to add 
a phrase to his new year greeting to King Faruk referring 
in vague terms to the obvious desire evident of late of 
the Palestinians to come to some settlement. 


3/eee2 


W30057. Dis50, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 





3e The Iraqi Commander SALIH SAIB has also informed the 
King that the Prime Minister of Iraq was anxious for a 
settlemente In this case the King replied that he could 
take no notice of a message delivered in such a round- 
about Waye 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris, 
Washington ond Jeddeh as my telegrams Nose 26,113 and 
120 and Saving to UKDEL New York No.s37 respectively. 


ewe = 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. D1I350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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NO PRIORITY TO OTHER POSTS. 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, ‘—S,OF Ss. FLO. LONDON, 


Despatched 3/11/48 (15045) Received 3/11/48 (13-05) 


of 3rd November, 1948. 





MMEDIATE. 
aaseseet to Foreign ohigred telegram No.853 of 3rd Nove 
Repeated for information to 
UKDEL to United Nations 
General Assembly Paris Nos 27 


Washington Nosll, 
Baghdad Nos171 
Beirut NOw 205 
Cairo No. 257 
Damascus Nosl52 
B.M.E.0O. Noe 22 
UKDEL New York No. 38 SAVING 
Jeddah Noell SAVING 
Jerusalem Nose 54 SAVING 


TOP SECRET. 
PALESTINE. 


le There was @ Cabinet meeting last night in the King's 
presence to consider the present position of the Arab 
Legion in Palestine, 


Glubb was asked to report and gave the opinion that, 
after the withdrawal of Egyptian forces, the Arab Legion 
would be unable to retain its positions if attacked by 
the Jewish forcese 


He added that in his view the supply of artillery and 
mortar ammunition would not alter that fact as the 
preponderance of strength on the Jewish side was now too 
greate 


The meeting also felt that in their present state of 
nerves the Iragi forces would do nothing to assist the 
Arab Legion if the latter was attacked. 


W30057, Dis50. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 2/s ee 2 
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26 This morning the Prime Minister came to see me,gave 
me the above information and asked me to put the follo- 
wing question to you.e. Beginss The Arab Legion is now 
stationed only in areas of Palestine allocated by the 
United Nations to ‘Petesvéne and in the Arab quarters of 
Jerusalem. It has no intention of doing more than 
defending itself. Under these conditions, if it is 
attacked by the Jewish forces, will the provisions of 
article 3 of the Anglo Transjordan treaty of alliance 
apply and the United Kingdom come to Transjordan's aide 
Endse 


Be I asked him what aid he had in mind and he indicated 
that he was thinking of British detachments particularily 
of air force to support the Arab Legion. He pointed 

out that the mere provision of ammunition would no 

longer be sufficient. 


He went on to say that if the reply was to the 
effect that the treaty only applied to the defence of 
Trans jordan territory the Trans jordan Government wovld 
have to consider the alternatives of withdrawing the 
Arab Legion from Palestine or of negotiating with the 
JeWBe He added that the final choice would have to rest 
with King Abdullah. 


le I pointed out that it was to be hoped that some 
concrete action by the Security Council might be taken 
in the next few days and so obviate the necessity for the 
adoption of either alternative both of which were fraught 
with dangers for Transjordan.e He expressed doubts about 
anything useful emerging from United Nations and asked 
that he should be given an early answer to his question, 


5/oeed 


W30057, Dis60. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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5e In my immediately following telegram I submit my 
comnentse 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nose27 and 11) and Saving to 
UKDEL New York No.38 respectivelys 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057. DI350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


(w/t) 
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Cleas r Le 


From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF Se F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 3/11/48 (3Bxbm) Received 5/12/48 (15400) 
of 3ra November, 1948. 






IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.854 of 3rd, Nove 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris No. 28 





Washington Noell5 
Baghdad Noe172 
Beirut No. 206 
Cairo No, 258 
Damascus No.e153 
BeM.E.O. Noe 243 
UKDEL New York Nos 39 SAVING 
Jeddah No.115 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe 55 SAVING 
TOP SECRET. = 
PALES INE. Sf 


My Immediately Preceding Telegrati. 


1. The recent threats of the Arab states to take 
military action against the Jewish forces are in my 
opinion nothing more than moves designed to goad His 
Majesty's Government into taking effective action through 
the Security Council to restrain the Jews. The Egyptian, 
Syrian and Lebanese forces are in no position to stage 

an offensive. The Arab Legion is similarly situated 
with the addition that the Transjordan Government hae 
decided not to attack the Jewish forces in any circums- 
tances but only to defend present Arab positions. The 
Ireai army is in a state of great alarm at the prospect 
of itself being attacked by the Jewse . 


2. I assume that the reply to the Prime Minister's 
question will be that the provisions of the treaty only 


relate/ee«ee2 
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relate to Trans jordan territory and taat there can bs 

no question of sending British troops into Palestine. 

If this assumption is correct and if the Security Council 
does not take effective action in a few days time, 

Trans jordan will in my ‘opinion have no option but to 
negotiate with the Jews. If it was possible to withdraw 
the Arab Legion from Palestine and to leave the Arab 
population behind that would be the preferable alterna~- 
‘tive but the retreat of Arab Legion would bring with it 
another mass of refugees with which this country could 
just not cope. The Iraqi Army would doubtless follow 
suite 


Be King Abdullah is in touch with Jewish quarters and 
Jewish broadcasts reiterate the readiness of the Israeli 
government to negotiate a settlement with Trans jordan, 
Even the Palestinians in Transjordan are prepared for a 
negotiated settlement. Unilateral action by Trans jordan 
in opening talks with the Jews would doubtless bring 
down on Transjordan aniprobably on ourselves too the 
wrath of the Arab world and might lead to the expulsion 
of Transjordan from the Arab League. All this would 

in my view be much lesser evils than the probable anse= 
quences of trying to hold an untenable position in 
Palestine. 


he The present Prime Minister would not I am sure be 
party to such negotiations but he could probably be 
induced to resign beforehand for reasons of health and 
not on a point of policy. The Palestinian refugees 
here might be induced to demand negotiations and we 
would doubtless have to advise King Abdullah to pursue 
such a course (and, therefore, shoulder some of the 
blame of the Arab world). The only point on which I 
am not clear is who could be found to form a Ministry 
which would carry out the new policy» / 

5 eee) 
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Clear 

From :— To :— 
Despatched Received 





5s Glubb agrees with these views. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nose28 and 115 and Saving to 
UKDEL New York Noe39 respectively. 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. 


50) 









Despatched 4/11/48 (11.10) Received ),/11/48 (10. 
of hth November, 1948. 





DONKEY. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.855 of 4th Nove 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris Noe. 29 


Washington Noe116 
Baghdad Noel735 
Beirut Noe 207 
Cairo No. 260 
Damascus Nos 15h 
B.M.E.O- Nos 2h 
UKDEL New York aii Noe 4O SAVING 
Jeddah | No.116 SAVING 
Jerusalem A) No. 56 SAVING 
TOP SECRET. a 


My telegram No.853 (of 3rd November, 1948). 

Please amend paragraph 2 to read "allocated by 
the United Nations to the Arabs". 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nose29 and 116 and Saving to 
UKDEL New York No.0 respectively. , 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 


W30057, DI350. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


(W/T) 





_ TELEGRAM. oN 
, ($/1014/48) (GY 


Cypher (M/OTP) ; a 
ean (s ay 







From:— FeO. LONDON To:m Hele Minister, AMMAN 


Despatched 4e11.48 (18.35) Received 411.48 (19.00) 
No. 1032 of 4th November, 1948. 








MOST i:i@DIATH. ic 
woes TaD) (st (4 
SERSONA a 


Your telegrams Nos. 853 and 854, 

We hope the Security Council will vote this 
evening on the Anglo-Chinese resolution. we now have 
assurances that the United States Delegate will now 
vote in favour subject to certain amendments which 
we consider acceptable. Your telegrams are being 
considered with much sympathy but we shall not be able 
to send a considered (SIC) reply until after the vote 
has been taken You should do your utmost to ensure 
that no decisions are reached meanwhile without 
further, consultation with us. 


(JFS/MH). 


We. 45504. Di89i. 30m S/ée 


(w/t) | FILE NO.S/1014/48. pe 


Cypher M/OTP ; 
Code u MK; _) 


eet b r h 


Fromi— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. To:-— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 







Despatched 5/11/48 (08.50) Received 5/11/48 (09.05) 











IMPORTANT. 
TOY SECRET. 


Addressed to Amman telegram No.1033 of November lth. 
Repeated for information Jerusalem and B.M.E.0. 

Speaker on Jewish Radio. 

October 26th is reported to have said that the 
capture of GAZA and AQABA(1) were necessary to round off 
the victory in the South. Have you any information of 


ot Kaaba 2 Have the 
Jewish movements in the airection t-gpesterttted—from 


tetecram Arab Legion any force there to defend it ? 


(w/T) FILE NO.S/10l/48, ~ 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To:—S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 5/11/48 (12.15) Received 5/11/48 (11.35) 





of 5th November, 1948. 


MPORTANT. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.e857 of 5th Nov. 
Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. Noe2h5 
Jerusalsm No. 57 SAVING 


TOP SUGRET. . LK of 
PALESTINE. i 
— 





Your telegram No.1033 (of 4th November, 1948). 


1. When the Jewish forces captured Beersheba a small 
‘fArab Legion post of desert police which had occupied AIN 
el HOSB on the Beersheba Agaba motor track withdrew to 
Trans jordan. Since capturing Beersheba the only new 
Jewish move in that area has been to put a company of 
infantry into the Potash works at the south end of the 

Dead Sea. 


26 The garrison 2% Aqaba is only forty men and,having 
regard to comnitments elsewhere, they cannot be reinforced, 
This number obviously could not resist successfully a 
Jewish attack of any strength and there is nothing but the 
distance aud poor nature of the road to dissuade the Jews 
from mounting such an attack from Beersheba, 


Be Glubb has reported the position to General Headquar= 
ters Middle East and suggested that a British sloop might 
be sent to Aqaba as its presence would act as a deterrent 
to an attack on Transjordan territory. 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). + 
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Fromi— S.OF Sw FeO. LONDON. To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Received 7/11/48 (11.05) 





Despatched 7/11/48 (11.00) 





No. 1036 of 6th November, 1948. 


IMMEDIATE. 

TOP SECRET. 

Addressed to Amman telegram No.1036 of 6th November, 
Repeated for information B.M.2.0. (personal for Sir J. 
Troutbeck).e 


I fully appreciate the difficulty of the position you 
are in so long as you are unable to give King Abdullah a 
reply to his enquiry. But I must rely on you to do all 
you can(1) to hold the position as it is and to ensure 
that no steps(1) are taken to withdraw the Arab Legion 
withovt my being informed sufficiently in advance to be 
able to send King Abdullah a further message. 


2e I hope that the important step of the passage of the 
Security Council's resolution with the support of the 
United States will assist youe If the Commanders in Chief 
Middle East confirm that a sloop can visit AQABA this will 
also help youe 


35e Apart from the question of whether the assurance 
requested by the Transjordan Government can be given, 
certain practical steps are also under urgent consideration 
9(1) @ege reinforcement of the Royal Air Force at Amman and 
the despatch of some of the raw material most urgently 
needed by the Arab Legion by air to Amman to be held by the 
Royel Air Force there pending further instructions. Do you 
consider in the light of the Security Council's resolution 
Trans jordan Government might feel (especially if these 
practical steps were taken) that they could then hold the 
situation for the time being without requiring from us 
definite assurance that we would go to their help in 
Palestine ? the assurance already given in my telegram 
No.821 of our readiness to help if Transjordan territory 
were attacked would of course stand. 


/ece2 
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TELEGRAM. 
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Le Most strictly for your own personal-information only 
it should aot repeat not be assumed that our attitude to 
the Transjordan Government inquiring in your telegram No. 
855 will necessarily be unfavourable. Although I cannot 
repeat not authorise you to say this to King Abdullah 
Jat the present(1) stage this knowledge in your own mind 
may help you in preventing any rash decision being taken. 


( /HA). 


We. 45504. Di? 3j<5 









(w/t) | FILE NO.S/1014/48. _/AELEGRAM. ; 
; Cypher M/OTP ( 4 )) 
crete t 
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Fromi—S,OF S. FO. LONDON. Tor— Ys AMMAN, 


Despatched 7/11/48 (13042) Received 8/11/48 (0830) 





6th November, 1918. 





IMPORTANT. 
SECRET. 
Addressed to Amman telegram No.1038 of 6th November. 
Repeated for information B.M.E.O. and Jerusalem, 

My telegram No.1332 to B.M.E.O. 

I now understand that His Majesty's Ship Ste 
MARGARETS Bay will visit AQABA within the next few days. 
Date and length of visit uncertain, In accordance with 
the Anglo-Trans jordan Treaty you should inform the 


Trans jordan Government in confidence. 


We. 45504. Di69!. 30m 5/48. 


‘ 


7) FILE NO.S/1014/48. 


TELEGRAM. 7 
Cypher : 
r Code pe 
Clear uals 


From :— 4.M.Minister, AXviAN To:—S.0F S. F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 8/11/48 (0920}) Received 8/11/48 (08.30) 


of sth November, 1948. 





IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 863 of 8th Nov. 
Repeat3d to BM.E.O. !/ 09.245 

Following for SBNO dmiralty Begins. 

Your 061257B of 7th November, 

Trans jordan Government welcome visit of Sloop to 


Aqaba. 
B.M.E.0, please pass to Commander-in-Chief 


Mediterranean as my telegram No.2. 


(ASK/HA). 


W30057, Di350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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From :— H.MeMinister, AMMAN. To:—8.0F S. F.O. LONDON. 









Despatched 8/11/48 (12.55) Received 9/13,/u8 
No. 86), of 8th November, 1948. 


MMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe864 of 8th Nove 





Repeated for information to B.M.E.O. Noe 247 


TOP SECRET. WK ) 
PALESTINE. ok wy 


Your telegram No.1036 (of 6th November, 1948). 


1. There has been less tension on the part of the Prime 
Minister since the passage of the Security Council's 
resolution but King Abdullah is still in a highly nervous 
state. 


2. ##$The King was talking so openly about negotiations 

with the Jews that the Prime Minister felt it necessary 
when calling on the King on the 5th with the other 
ministers to makes it clear that if these negotiations 
became necessary it would not be possible for the present 
Council of Ministers to undertake the taske He emphasised 
that their attitude was not due to the belief that the 
policy of negotiating would necessarily be wrong but in 
view of tneir past statements on Palestine they personally 
could not change their ground so drastically. 


3e The Prime Minister went on to say that he was eware 
of the King's contacts with the Jews and while he would 
have asked a few weeks ago that they should cease he now 
felt that they might be useful and offered to send a 
telegram to the Transjordan Minister in London instructing 
him to continue to maintain touch with SASSOON in Paris. 
This telegram was in fact despatched by the Prime 
Minister. 


L/oue2d 
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Le The King spoke to me on Saturday about this question 
and I advised him not to rush matters and not to accept 
the offer of the Ministers to resigns, I said that 

advice would surely come from you when the time was 
opportune for any change of policy. I also spoke of the 
Security Council resolution but it is clear that he places 
little Saith in United Nations and that he looks directly 
to His Majesty's Government for help. 


5e I have not mentioned to the King any of the practical 
steps referred to in paragraph 3 of your message but it 
would be of great assistance if I could do 80. I should 
be glad of instructions as to how far I may go in that 
direction. I am most grateful for the prompt despatch 

of the sloop to Agaba, its arrival will do much to restore 
confidences 


6e  ## Your assurance about reactions to an attack on 

Trans jordan territory are appreciated by the Trans jordan 
authorities and I hope that I can get them to hold on for 
the time without their insisting on a reply to their 
query regarding help in Palestine. It is however 
becoming increasingly difficult. 


(ASK/HLM/HA ). 


W30057, DI350. 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


(w/t) . 
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From :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To:—S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. 


Received 10/11/18 (12035) 








Despatched 10/11/48 (13615) 


No. 871 e 1Oth November, 1918. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe871 of 10th Nov. 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris WNoe 30 


Washington No.117 
Bachdad No.e175 
Beirut : No. 210 
Cairo No. 265 
Damascus Noe 155 
B.M.E.O, No. 248 
UKDEL New York No. 42 SAVING 
Jeddeh Noell7 SAVING 
Jerusalem No. 61 SAVING 


CONFIDE! TIAL. 
PALESTINE SITUATION, 


1. Reports indicate thet Me jdal is clear of Egyptian 
forces who retreated with their stores on temporary 
tracks along the coast so avoiding the Jewish post at 
Beit Hanun. The evacuation of materiolL Pym Gaza south= 
wards is now under waye AON 


The isolated Egyptian garris in the polics posts 
referred to in my telegram No.83 — 30th October, 1948) 
appear to have been left to their fate, 


2. On Monday evening Shunet Maaz on the Jisr Me jami 
Irbid road was shelled by a Jewish 25 pounder (probably 
ex-Heyptian army) apparently in reprisal for Iraqi 
artillery activiting in that sectors 


P.O. please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris and Washington 
as my telegrams Nose350 and 117 and Saving to UKDEL New 
York as my telegram Noel2 respectively. 


ee eee eee eee _— 


(ASK/HA). AY 
80057, D1I350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. _ an” 
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Fromt— S.0F 8S. #.0. LONDON, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 10/11/48 (10.15) Received 10/11/48 (10430) 
of 9th November, 1948. 






TOP SECRET. 


Addressed to Amman telegram No.s1045 of 9th November, 
Repeated for information B,M.E.0. 


PERSONAL, ghee 
LM 
a 
My telegram No.13541 to B.M.E.0. 
The Plan B referred to in paragraph 2 is a plan for 


helping Transjordan if the Arab(1) Legion(1) (were)(2) 


attacked in Palestine and confirms(1) the Situation 
foreseen by King Abdullah in the message in yo tele gram 
NOe 8536 A 


You were told in my telegram No.1036 that it should 
not be assumed that a decision(1) on this point would be 
unfavourable, No final decision has yet been taken but 
as shown in my telegram to B.M.E.0O. under reference there ir 
now considerably less chance of a decision hbsing taken 
to(1) go to the(1) help(1) of Transjordan in these 
circumstances. 


2e The reinforcement of the Royal Air Force at Amman 
and the movement of war material to Amman to be held by 
the Royal Air ¥orce are still under active consideration 


“and we still hope that these steps may be suthorised. 


Be All the above is for your owm top secret information 
only. 


Copies to:- $/1058/l8- Seenpaees a 
8/873/h6. 
(SFS/DW/HA) : 


We. 45504. Di69l. 30m 5/éS 


(w/t) 
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From:—¥M.Minister, AMMAN, To:-S.OF S. ¥.0. LONDON, 






Despatched 11/11/18 (12.45) Received 11/11/48 (12-30) 
No. 876 of ith November, 1948. 








Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.876 of 11th Nov. 
Repeated for information to 

UKDEL to United Nations 

General Assembly Paris No. 31 


BeME.O. No.251 
UKDEL New York Noe 43 SAVING 
Washington Noe 16 SAVING 
Baghdad Noe106 SAVING 
Beirut No.113 SAVING 
Cairo Noe107 SAVING 
Damascus No.107 SAVING 
Jeddah No.119 SAVING 
Jerusalem No. 63 SAVING _) 
CONFIDENTIAL. PN 
GIANT, Lr Je, 
PALESTINE. ae 


Your telegram to UKDEL UNGA Paris Noell (of 8/11/18) 


1. The position here is that King Abdullah is at present 
willing if not anxious to negotiate and that while the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues are not prepared to 
undertake this task themselves they would not make any 
political capital out of the position «nd would not 
hamper the work of their successors. 


26 The trouble about the other Arab rulers seems to be 
that they have conmitted themselves publica&ly too far in 
opposition to the Bernadotte scheme to be able now openly 
to accept it or even to acquiesce in its execution, The 
solution to this difficulty which the Transjordan Prime 
Minister has in mind is that the present governments 
should resign and make way for others who are not so 
committed. 


Ha mey/e eek 
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He may even propose this course if the present 
meeting of the Political Committee of the Arab League is 


inednclusive. 


Tho Prime Minister's solution may be alright for 
application here but it is probably doubtful whether its 
implementotion in the other Arab states would be possible. 


3e In tne circumstances the course which you sugeest 
acopting with Arab Governments seems suitable. The only 
suggestion which I can make is that instead of ovr star- 
ting by pointing to the slternatives which are becoming 
pretty obvious to 211 concerned we should commence by 
asking the Arab Governments what they propose to do in 
their present difficulties and how best His Mejesty's 
Govermnisnt could help them, From this opening gambit it 
should be possible to steer the conversation up to the 
points which you wish to be made, 





Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL UNGA Paris as 
my telegram Noe3l and Seving to UKDEL New York and 
Washington as my telegrams Nose43 and 16 respectively. 


(ASK/HLM/#FA). 


'W30057. D1350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


